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BY BRENDA LANGE

In the early 1990s, Chestnut Hill College 

was quite a different place than you find 

today. Of course, the Sisters of Saint Joseph 

were here and the institution and its people 

were the embodiment of the Mission — just 

as they are now. However, the SugarLoaf Hill 

campus wasn’t a glimmer in anyone’s eye, nor 

were Fitzsimmons Hall, McCaffery Lounge, the 

Gulati Complex or Martino Hall.

Athletically, CHC was part of the NCAA 

Division III, and was reclassified to Division II 

and became a member of the Central Atlantic 

Collegiate Conference (CACC) in 2007. 

And of course, CHC in the early ’90s was an all-

women’s school. Going coed in 2003 changed the 

makeup of the campus and made CHC’s tradition 

of excellence and history of success available 

to a wider audience. Creating the School of 

Continuing & Professional Studies (SCPS) also 

expanded that audience.

THE GENESIS OF SCPS 
A few years prior to the turn of the century, 

CHC hosted two programs from Allentown 

College (now DeSales University) in Room 15 

in Clement Hall. At that time, CHC awarded 

bachelor of arts and bachelor of science degrees 

only to young women of traditional college age. 

A Continuing Education Department did exist, 

offering opportunities for mature women and 

men to work toward their undergraduate degree. 

The agreement between CHC and Allentown 

allowed CHC to take over the program in six 

years; instead it happened in three, and the 

College welcomed new students into a newly 

created Accelerated Division. The program 

would comprise two eight-week sessions per 

semester and three semesters per year. Therefore, 

one year in the Accelerated Program was the 

equivalent of three traditional semesters and  

took the place of the former Continuing 

Education Department.

Kathleen Rex Anderson, Ed.D. ’66, was named 

the Dean of the Accelerated Division, a position 

she held until 2002.

“In the beginning it was quite challenging, doing 

a full year’s schedule, hiring the appropriate 

faculty, doing market studies to see what majors 

would fit into our current courses and deciding 

how to expand,” Anderson remembers. “It was a 

lot of work, but it was energizing and exciting to 

come to work every day.”

Happy Anniversary   
to the School of Continuing  
& Professional Studies

SCPS Celebrates 
20 Years of Educating  
Adult Learners at CHC

Aaron Abdullah carries the American flag at 

CHC’s Commencement in May. He earned his 

B.S. through SCPS and also earned his M.Ed.  

at CHC. Abdullah also is a military veteran.
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“Kathleen and I did admissions, records, and worked with the 

College’s registrar because we didn’t have one,” adds Christine 

Nydick, the first assistant dean. “It was an exciting time … building 

enrollment and the curriculum … that’s where the excitement was.”

Nydick explains their creative approach: “We took a major 

like business communications, for example. We already had 

the business courses running because that was the thrust of 

Allentown’s majors, and we added communications courses. We 

had a strong liberal arts core and then we added electives and 

filled in with communications classes.

The first programs — Business Administration and Criminal Justice 

— began in January 1996, and over the next five years, five new 

programs were offered: Accounting, Human Services, Childcare 

Management, Eldercare Management and Social Gerontology. 

The market for adult students was a growing one, and various, 

alternative-education models were springing up around the 

Philadelphia region. Marketing feasibility studies, analyses of the 

educational needs of the region’s population and surveys of nearby 

companies that would offer tuition reimbursement were done, 

confirming that continuing education at an accelerated rate was 

needed and would be utilized. Anderson and fellow deans from nearby 

institutions made presentations around the state explaining the value 

and importance of accelerated programs for adult learners.

“YOU’RE 40 AND STILL IN COLLEGE?” 

Even though a stigma around being an adult in college was 

beginning to disintegrate, it was not as common then as now. So why 

did adults choose to study here?

“Our students appreciate the convenient schedule of evenings and 

weekends,” explains Elaine Green, Ed.D., dean of SCPS.  

“It is more doable for adults with full-time jobs and families and it is 

oriented to adults.”

Although it was never assumed that incoming students had already 

earned an associate’s degree, many had earned credits at other 

institutions and wanted to transfer them to a degree program. Local 

advertising was done to explain the program, and all the while, faculty 

were being hired, curricula formulated and refined, connections 

were made with regional businesses to offer tuition reimbursement or 

discounts to their employees, and courses were offered on campus and 

at three off-site locations. Prospective students took notice and once 

they matriculated, they loved the programs.

SCPS GROWS  
THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS
 
SCPS partners with a variety of regional organizations and 
businesses to provide tuition discounts to their employees. 
SEPTA, the Philadelphia Police Department, the Housing 
Authority and Independence Blue Cross are just a few examples 
of such collaborations.

SCPS’s newest community partner is TriCounty Community 
Network (TCN) of Pottstown, joining last spring. TCN leads 
projects, programs and initiatives that address public concerns 
while providing benefits and services for area nonprofit 
organizations. According to Executive Director Holly Parker, 
TCN wanted to strengthen its ties to the education community 
and was in the process of adding membership benefits. 
Employees of TCN member organizations and their dependents 
and spouses are eligible to receive tuition discounts.

“With education costs continuing to rise and nonprofit 
organizational budgets continuing to shrink, this partnership 
is a huge win for TCN and Chestnut Hill College,” says 
Parker. “For TCN, the collaboration provides a desired tuition 
discount and supports a partnership between the nonprofit and 

education sectors.” 

Cynthia Robinson, right, at 73, was the oldest SCPS graduate in 

2016. She poses proudly with Anna Joyner ’11 SCPS, ’16 SGS. 
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“Sister Catherine McDonald knew every student by name and knew 

their issues,” says Nydick. “Adults have children and jobs, maybe 

ailing parents. Maybe they came in to change careers … we had a 

large population of women who hadn’t finished their degrees and 

were back after raising their families. They had a lot more to deal 

with than a traditional 18-year old.”

Society simply doesn’t function the way it did 50 years ago, in 

which one followed a traditional life plan: For 20 years, you went 

to school and worked for the next 40. Whatever you had left, you 

were retired.

“Life was made up of boxes,” says Green. “There was a certain 

chronology to it and you didn’t go to school unless it was work-

related. In the last box, you were just retired, you didn’t go to work 

or to school. We’re no longer focused on what chronological age is 

and that has helped adult students who say, ‘It may have taken me a 

while, but I did it.’”

Spotlight 
BETTER LATE THAN NEVER

Garfield Jackson ’04 SCPS and Doris Jackson ’08 SCPS like to say 
they did it “backwards.” 

When Garfield Jackson ’04 SCPS, chose to return to school in 
his late 50s, he did so because of his two sons. Four years later, 
Garfield’s experience led his wife, Doris Jackson ’08 SCPS to 
choose the School of Continuing & Professional Studies as well.

Garfield, whose degree in human resources and management 
helped him get his current position as manager of partnership 
development and recruitment with Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Independence Region, entered CHC with 29 accepted credits, 
making his decision to return that much easier.

“It was my responsibility to get a job and be able to provide for 
the family,” he says about the fact that no one suggested he go to 
college when he was young. “I never envisioned graduating from 
college because it wasn’t something that was passed down to me.”

Following his service in Vietnam, Garfield began his collegiate 
career on the GI Bill, but it wasn’t until many years later, influenced 
by his sons’ desire to see their father finish his education, that he 
became serious, hoping to get his degree quickly.

“Chestnut Hill’s program offered me the flexibility and a 
comfortable atmosphere so I could get a degree while working at 
the same time,” he says. “It was a great experience.”

During that time, Doris, who had spent many years working in the 
Methacton School District, held down the fort at home, waiting until 
Garfield graduated to pursue her own dream of becoming a teacher.

“The theme, ‘It’s my turn now,’ kept me motivated during my time 
here,” Doris remembers. “I had gotten the kids through what they 

needed to graduate and then Garfield got his degree. Everyone 
was telling me I had a knack for teaching and needed to go for 
education. The choice was simple.”

The couple shared some of the same professors, had some of 
the same classes and even exchanged notes as they helped each 
other complete their education. And when Doris earned her BS in 
education, becoming the final member of her family to graduate, 
the emotions were overwhelming.

“Our sons were so happy and proud and so supportive,” Doris 
says. “And I was proud of myself, knowing I was able to get my 
degree, something I never imagined, and bring home that diploma 
with my name on it. It’s just indescribable.”

“You always want to be the first in your family to get that degree,” 

Garfield smiles. “We just so happened to do it backwards.” 

— Marilee Gallagher ’14

Garfield Jackson ’04 SCPS and Doris Jackson ’08 SCPS
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One such student is SCPS’s oldest graduate last year. At 73, Cynthia 

Mae Robinson, earned her bachelor of science degree and 

still works as a teacher’s aide. According to Green, Robinson’s 

philosophy is that once you start something, you finish it. Even if it 

takes a long time.

Originally, SCPS’s program was sold on the fact that one could earn 

a degree in 18 months if you had already completed 60 credits. Its 

flexibility and cost structure added to its attractiveness. The campus 

became like a second home and fellow students and faculty became 

second families, helping to achieve goals that were often many years 

in the making.

“The early success of the Accelerated Program was a direct result 

of institutional support from many offices and the dedicated staff,” 

confirms Green.

Spotlight
USING HIS EXPERIENCE  
TO BENEFIT OTHERS

Brian Haughton ’05 SCPS

Brian Haughton ’05 SCPS comes from a long line of men who 
have been of service to others — both grandfathers, his father and 
uncle all were Philadelphia police officers. So it’s not surprising 
that he found his way to a career serving the public. He jokingly 
calls police work the “family business.”

But he is all seriousness when discussing his 28-year career in 
the criminal justice field. He learned as he went, starting as a 
juvenile court officer, and earned an associate’s degree in criminal 
justice from Community College of Philadelphia. After his 1995 
graduation from the Police Academy, he learned fast as an officer 
in the Kensington section for five years. He always wanted to work 
with Philadelphia’s SWAT (special weapons and tactics) team, and 
did that full time for eight years as a sniper and EMT.

Never content to tread water, Haughton used his assignment to 
the midnight-to-8 a.m. shift as the catalyst to get back to school. He 
talked with another officer who attended Chestnut Hill College and 
learned about the evening program through the School of Continuing 
& Professional Studies and the discount given to members of the 
Philadelphia Police Department, and the die was cast.

“I often had to go to court during the day, worked all night, and 
slept a little bit and then attended classes,” Haughton remembers. 

“It wasn’t easy, but I accomplished it. My degree [BS in Criminal 
Justice] taught me how to think outside the box and met my desire 
to constantly improve myself. Every day is a chance to learn 
something new.”

Haughton is now a corporal and instructor at the Police Academy 
as well as an adjunct instructor at SCPS, where he brings all his 

experience to play in benefit to others. 

Brian Haughton ’05 SCPS 

Elaine Green, Ed.D., dean of SCPS, confers with Marie Scheetz, 

assistant registrar.
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MEETING A NEED 

Shortly after 2000, the Accelerated Division became the School 

of Continuing & Professional Studies and CHC became a charter 

member of Graduate! Philadelphia, a local organization that helps 

adults return to college and earn a degree.

“Graduate! Philadelphia was like a movement,” says Green. “They 

identified more than 75,000 people in Philadelphia with some 

college education but no degree. The goal was to help them get those 

degrees, and all of a sudden the stigma was gone and people were 

talking about getting their degrees. Enrollment increased. They 

didn’t mind the fact that they might be 40 and still in college.

“People began to recognize that an educated workforce was good 

for the economy, communities, families and schools. Good for 

everybody,” she adds.

And good for Chestnut Hill College. Carol Jean Vale, SSJ, Ph.D., 

CHC’s president for 24 years, knows better than anyone the added 

value provided by SCPS.

“As we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Accelerated Program, I 

recall with pride and gratitude those involved with its establishment 

at the College as well as those administrators, professors, faculty and 

staff who nurtured and guided it,” says Sister Carol. “The volume 

of students who have passed through our doors and completed the 

program is testimony to the quality and success that has come to be 

associated with the School of Continuing & Professional Studies.”

RECENT ADVANCEMENTS 

In the last four years, SCPS has added off-site locations; began 

offering hybrid and online courses; found a new audience in military 

veterans when CHC was designated a “Military Friendly” school; 

and expanded its tuition discount program to include more than 10 

local organizations in addition to the existing articulation agreements 

with two-year and community colleges.

Today, 13 programs of study are offered, with Human Services 

being the most popular with 224 declared majors last year. As 

of September, Social Gerontology has been reinstated as a major 

because of the increased number of older adults in the country and 

the adult students who see possible career opportunities in this 

demographic. In addition, students may choose from among eight 

minors to supplement their programs of study.

“It is truly awesome that our accelerated programs through the 

School of Continuing & Professional Studies remain competitive over 

20 years,” says Anderson, currently CHC’s Interim Vice President 

for Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty.

In May 2016, 169 students graduated from SCPS, bringing the total 

in the last five years to more than 1,000. Most of the faculty are 

SCPS FACTS  
(2015-16 ACADEMIC YEAR)

• SCPS offers classes in five locations:  
CHC’s main campus; Father Judge High School; Monsignor 
Bonner and Archbishop Prendergast Catholic High School;  
and Montgomery County Community College’s Blue Bell 
campus and its West Campus in Pottstown (All courses are  
not offered at each location.)

• Eight-week sessions combine classroom work, online 
resources and hybrid classes.

• Bachelor’s and associate’s degrees are offered as well as a 
certificate in digital forensics.

• Gender: Female, 462; Male, 106

• Average age: 38

• Youngest student: 20

• Oldest student: 73

• Veterans: 23

• Largest major: Human Services, with 224 majors

Yolanda Garrett graduated from SCPS in 2016 with her bachelor’s 

degree in Early Education (PreK-4).

continued on page 50
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Amazon watershed while harnessed to a 
cable and stood astride the equator at Mitad 
del Mundo also in Ecuador. She also rode 
in the chase car behind a landing U2 at 
Beale Air Force Base, Calif., where her 
son was the pilot. She says: How do I get to 
do these and other strange and wonderful 
things? Basically I say “yes” to life, but in 
these instances it helps that my daughter 
is a National Geographic Program Director 
and the Canadian Rockies trip is a NatGeo 
Expedition (I highly recommend it!); the 
U2 adventure was about my son's final U2 
flight in the Air Force; and my Ecuador 
experience was with friends from here and 
their extended family in Quito and Ambato 
— wonderful country, wonderful people. 

Pat Hynes ’65 and her partner of 42 
years, Janice Raymond, Ph.D., live in 
western Massachusetts. Pat has retired 
as professor of Environmental health 
at Boston University School of Public 
Health. Currently, she is the Director of 
the Traprock Center for Peace and Justice. 
(Read the full profile on page 38.) Pat 
treasures her close-knit family of eight sisters 
and brothers and dozens of nieces, nephews 
and their children. She enjoyed the 50th 
Reunion of the Class of 1965 last year.

Annie O’Donnell ’65 attended the 
Portsmouth (England) International Film 
Festival as a nominee for “Best Lead 
Actress in a Short Film” for the title role 
in “Ann,” and won the award, calling it a 
“wonderful experience.”

She continues to be a busy actress, 
appearing in the following television 
shows: “Game Shakers” on Nickelodeon, 
“Recovery Road” on Freeform TV and 
“Fameless” on Tru TV. She can be seen 
regularly in reruns of “NCIS,” “The Big 
Bang Theory,” “Mike and Molly”’ and 

“Night Court.” Annie also appeared as 
the principal’s secretary, Madeleine, in an 
episode of ABC’s “Fresh Off the Boat,” 
which may be a recurring role. 

Elizabeth King ’65 recently celebrated the 
retirement of her husband, Leonard, after 
43 years of teaching at the Maret School in 
Washington, D.C. 

Judie Falconiero Schaefer ’65 retired 
in 2007 and says she keeps so busy she 
doesn’t know how she had time to work. She 
volunteers as a hospice worker at The Dove 
House, does charity work with the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas and keeps very 
busy with her eight children and their 
families, including 11 grandchildren who 
range in age from 21 to1.

’80s
Margo Mongil-Kwoka ’80 celebrates the 
birth of her new great niece, Cecilia del 
Carmen, born on June 2.

’90s
Abigail Palko ’96 has been appointed as  
the new director of the Maxine Platzer  
Lynn Women’s Center at the University  
of Virginia. 

Michelle Kaschak '97 was promoted to 
Senior Instructor of English at Penn State 
Lehigh Valley, effective July 1.

’00s
Barbara Weber ’00 SCPS has written  
and published the play “Foolish Fishgirls 
and The Pearl.” The play is available  
for production and licensing through 
Samuel French.

Dianne Butler Krause ’03 SGS, 
instructional technology specialist for the 
Wissahickon School District, was one of 300 
educators from around the country invited 
to a celebration at the White House in early 
May. She taught in the SGS Instructional 
Technology program at CHC for several 
years after earning her IT Specialist 
Certification in 2010.

Teri Rouse, Ed.D., ’05 has published 
“Julian’s Gift,” a children’s book based 
on the true story of Julian, a boy who is 
inspired to nurture a spider plant, thereby 
learning responsibility and respect. The 
original spider plant sprout was given 
to Rouse nearly 10 years ago by the real 
Julian, and it still sits on her windowsill.

Joe Garcia ’08 SGS received the first 
Excellence in Male Leadership Award for 
Eastern Pennsylvania from the Pennsylvania 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence during 
the June 16 Phillies game. He also threw 
out the ceremonial first pitch that day. 
Garcia received the award for his lifelong 
commitment to ending gender violence.

Andréa Fernandes ’09 and, her husband, 
William Saunders, recently celebrated 
their fifth wedding anniversary. They live 
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in Virginia with their dog, Toby. Andréa is 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of two nieces 
or nephews this fall. Over the summer, she 
traveled to India to prepare for her best 
friend's wedding. 

Ashlinn Steele ’10 
recently purchased 
her first home in 
Wilmington, Del., 
which she shares with 
her adopted puppy, 
Tubby. 

Noel Hightower ’16 was hired as the 
Director of Basketball Operations at 
Lehigh University. While at CHC, he 
played two sports and won the Athletic 
Director’s Award, given annually to the 
male and female student-athlete who best 
demonstrates dedication to the College’s 
mission and excels in their sport of choice. 

Stephanie Reif ’13 and Caitlin Kain ’13 
visited Chicago, where they saw two games 
at Wrigley Field, one between the Phillies 
and the Cubs and the second between the 
Phillies and the White Sox. They also were 
featured on a local news program when they 
happened to be on the Centennial Ferris 
Wheel at Navy Pier when it got stuck.

Jill Walsh ’15 and Matthew Cwirko ’14 got 
engaged over the July 4th weekend and are 
planning a fall 2017 wedding.

»WEDDINGS

Katelyn Arsenault ’09 married Joseph 
Barbera on February 7, 2015. 

Kyle DeRiemer ’09 married Caitlin 
Shuker ’10 on June 11. Brian Taylor ’09 
and Ally Antonini ’11 were part of the bridal 
party. The pair also had a group of other 
Griffins in attendance, including Melissa 
Pepitone ’11, Fran Boshell’09, Brian 

Taylor ’09, Vinnie Pepitone ’11 and 
David Gassert ’10. Their friends created 
a custom wrestling belt naming them the 
best new tag team.  

Kathryn ‘Kate’ Sprandio ’10 married 
Zachary Ells on December 4, 2015. The 
two had a center city wedding and a few 
fellow Griffins were in attendance including 
Max Kaplan ’11, Patrick Curtin ’11, Leslie 
Zemnick ’11 and Ashlinn Steele ’10, who 
was one of the bridesmaids. 

Bobby Larkin ’10 and Lauren Riiff ’11 were 
married on July 16. 

Liz Campbell ’12 married Brian Taylor 
’09 on October 17, 2015. They are loving 
married life and are now the proud parents 
to an adorable black kitten named Hamlet. 




