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DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM

The ACCELERATED Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies allows students to focus their academic
attention on courses in the Humanities and other liberal arts disciplines. At present, very few
evening/weekend adult degree programs offer undergraduate degrees in traditional disciplines

like History, English, Philosophy, or Foreign Language. The Liberal Studies degree is adult higher
education’s response to students and employers who desire these more “traditional” degrees.

Chestnut Hill College’s ACCELERATED degree in Liberal Studies provides a broad base of
liberal arts core curriculum requirements, but also allows students to specialize in and identify
with specific disciplines across the humanities: HISTORY, ENGLISH, POLITICAL SCIENCE,
or RELIGIOUS STUDIES.

All courses required for the degree are offered in the evening or on Saturdays in an eight-week
session format.

The Liberal Studies degree program is a flexible transfer program for students with courses from
several different institutions, or complete Associate degrees (AA, AS, or AAS).

CURRICULUM

Disciplines required for the ACCELERATED Liberal Studies Major Core include: English,
History, Political Science, Philosophy, Religious Studies, Foreign Language and Foreign
Literature, Writing, and the Fine Arts. Nine credits in these disciplines comprise the Core
Curriculum and the Major Core of the Liberal Studies (BA) degree. Additional core courses (3
credits each) are required in Natural Science, Social Science, Computing, and Mathematics.

In addition to these Core and Major requirements, MINORS in English, History, Political
Science and Religious Studies focus students’ attention on a select discipline within the liberal
arts. In this way, students graduate from Chestnut Hill College identifying not only with the
liberal arts generally, but with a specific academic school of thought.

The capstone experience of the program is a Senior Seminar. This team-taught, interdisciplinary
capstone course integrates students across minor disciplines, and provides the opportunity for an
individualized, supervised research experience.




CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

The liberal arts are being hailed as essential by employers in U.S. and global marketplaces. Job
security requires a broad intellectual foundation and an adaptability more specialized,
career-oriented degree programs do not provide. This is especially true for professionals who have
to change careers more than once in a lifetime.

Learning outcomes for students graduating with a bachelor of arts in Liberal Studies are:

-- Critical and constructive communication skills through an ability to organize and present
ideas effectively

-- An ability to access and effectively incorporate a variety of authoritative sources in their
presentation of ideas

-- An ability to integrate material from various areas of study in exploration of a topic

-- An ability to recognize and discuss movements and major trends in the discipline of their minor
specialization

ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS

Students must have a high school diploma or its equivalency to enroll in this program. Students
with no prior college experience may be asked to submit a written essay. Students transferring in
courses must have a minimum 2.0 cumulative grade point average (GPA) from the last institution
attended, if attended within the last 12 months.
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