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The section of the APE to the west of the new entry driveway is mapped as Manor Loam (15 to 
25 percent slope). A basin is proposed for this area. There is currently an access drive in this area 
and the landscape has been altered (Photographs 5 and 6)  

 
The western half of the APE is mapped as Manor Extremely Stony Loam (8 to 15 percent 

slope). The landscape in this area is sloped. The proposed trail has been cleared of underbrush and 
trees. At some locations the APE follows a relatively flat contour, but for the most part the APE is 
on slopes (Photographs 7-12). 
 
Precontact Archaeological Potential 
 
 The Statewide Pre-Contact Probability Model identifies several locations within the project 
APE that have moderate to high precontact archaeological potential (Figure 14; Google Earth 
2018). The landscape within the APE is not conducive to precontact occupation or use except for a 
small flat area overlooking the Wissahickon Creek. This area was subjected to archaeological 
testing in 1998 (URS Greiner Inc. 1998). No archaeological sites were found. Nearly all of the areas 
identified as having precontact archaeological potential are in areas that are sloped either in the 
direction of Germantown Avenue or toward Wissahickon Creek. Historical data indicates that 
buildings had been constructed in or adjacent to the APE during the twentieth century. Those 
buildings have subsequently been removed. Given that the depth of soils to the B horizon is 
generally between 6 to 7 inches, the construction and demolition of these buildings would likely 
have destroyed precontact archaeological deposits in these areas if they were present. While the 
potential for precontact archaeological remains cannot be dismissed, any sites that may have been 
present in the APE would have been situated mid-slope and would have been small ephemeral sites 
not eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. Precontact archaeological 
potential pre-construction was low. The construction activities underway have destroyed any 
archaeological deposits in the area of the new college campus entrance. The proposed trail area has 
also witnessed disturbances relating to the movement of heavy equipment across the area during the 
removal of trees and vegetation, as well as the establishment of erosional controls. There is no 
precontact archaeological potential within the project APE. 
 
Historic Archaeological Potential 
 
 There was little historical development within the APE during the most of the nineteenth 
century. The main dwellings on the property were constructed in the second half of the nineteenth 
century west of the APE. Two buildings were present in the late nineteenth century in the vicinity of 
the proposed basin. One was a stone dwelling along Germantown Avenue, the function of the other 
is unknown. Both buildings were demolished in the late twentieth century and early twenty-first 
century. During the twentieth century a group of greenhouses and other structures were constructed 
in and adjacent to the APE. They have also been demolished. Figures 15 (Wagner 1897) and 16 
(USGS 1973) show the buildings that were once located in or adjacent to the APE. While there may 
have been historical archaeological potential in the yard areas surrounding the dwelling along 
Germantown Avenue that would have extended into the APE, an aerial photograph from 2004 
shows the location of the nineteenth-century dwelling and yard areas as having been substantially 
disturbed. No significant archaeological remains would be expected in the vicinity of the 
greenhouses built and demolished in the APE. Given the shallow nature of the soil, it is unlikely 
that intact historic period deposits have survived the demolition of the buildings. Historical 
archaeological potential was low pre-construction. The construction activities underway have 
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